
Power Up Your Apartment Building
Resilience and Efficiency for City Living



Is your apartment building ready for the future?

Imagine:

- Seamless EV charging for residents.
- Uninterrupted power with solar/batteries during outages.
- Reliable backup systems for essential services like water and internet.

Join the Auckland City Centre Residents Group in April as we welcome Brent Clark, CEO of 
Wattblock.com, online from Sydney.

Brent will share his Australian expertise in retrofitting apartment buildings for enhanced energy 
efficiency and resilience.

Don't get caught in the dark. Power failures can disrupt critical systems like door access, elevators, 
water pumps, and internet. Learn how to safeguard your building.

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://WattBlock.com.au&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1743903771407930&usg=AOvVaw3lFqKSkjg2kQVl0wS8nJPm


Wattblock background

10 years research into residential 

body corporate energy, focussed on 

the common/house services

Project managed electrification upgrades 

in over 100 residential body corporate 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ άǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘέ Řŀǘŀ

Conducted Solar, Battery, 

EV Charging reports for over 1,000 body 

corporates in Australia housing over 

100,000 residents

12 seed investors including 

Gusiness Peat Group & Resmed 

angels, Telstra

  

15 local councils and 2 state 

governments as customers. Assisted in 

the development of NABERS energy 

ratings for residential apartment 

buildings

200 student interns from UNSW 

collecting and analysing energy data on 

residential body corporate buildings

1st machine learning tests on 

Australian residential apartment 

building common area smart meter 

data



Examples of Wattblock customers



Australian penetration of rooftop solar in 2025

Australian Residential Houses with Solar Australian Apartment Blocks with Solar

37% 3.5%

For comparison 2.6% of NZ houses have
solar panels installed at November 2024



tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ±ŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ¦ǇƭƛŦǘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŦƻǊ Ψ9ƴŜǊƎȅ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΩ ƘƻƳŜǎ



Electrify Strata City of Sydney ς 100+ body corporate solar installs 



Garage with 3 Phase Power ς 7 Roslyndale Ave Woollahra
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New Zealand Body Corporate Facts

2022 Australasian Strata Insights Report 2024 Australasian Strata Insights Report



Electrification 
in body 
corporates



²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴ ΨŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦƛŜŘ ϧ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘΩ ōƻŘȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΚ

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC

Share electricity across 
common areas, heat pumps 
and apartments

REVERSE CYCLE A/C 

Reverse Cycle A/C, 
refrigerators and heat pumps 
are the same technology

HEAT PUMP

Use air temperature to 
heat common hot water 
plant for kitchens and 
bathrooms

LED LIGHTING

Motion sensors & controls

POOL

Use heat pump 
to heat pool

BATTERIES

Use solar energy at night 
for heat pumps and EVs

HOT WATER STORAGE

More tanks with hot water 
operate as a form of battery

EV CHARGING



You need these items in place to decarbonize body corporates
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Sufficient Policy

Political Will

Data Availability

Financial Instruments

Workforce Considerations

Each of these will be considered as part of this comparative analysis, to see how Auckland 
ōƻŘȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎŀǊōƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ 
apartment blocks.



Comparing N.Z. and Australian Apartment Blocks

NZ Australia Comment

Population of Entire Country 5.2m 25.7m

Size of the country in square 
kilometres

268,000 7,692,024

Population living in apartment 
blocks, body corporate

7% 15%

Number of Apartment Buildings 15,678+ 368,234+

Mean wealth of country
(Forbes)

New Zealand: US$408,231
7th in the world

US$546,185
5th in the world

Median Wealth of country
(Forbes)

New Zealand: US$202,525
5th in the world

$247,450
2nd in the world

Ratio of Pension Assets to GDP 34.4%
21st in the world

132.59%
4th in the world

Canada is the leader at 179.68%

Cost per watt of solar 
photovoltaic installed

$2.50 to $3.75 per watt to 
install

$1 per watt to install* !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǎƻƭŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƘŜŀǇŜǎǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ

Incredible regulatory success behind 
rooftop solar made it cheaper. After 

financing, this translates to 3-4 cents per 
kilowatt hour* This is all the more 

incredible as Australia has the highest 
minimum wage in the world at AU$23.23 

per hour

*Insider Insights U.S. lessons for Australia https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjYZkDvyu8I



Sufficient Policy exists for apartment buildings in Sydney1

Å The Australian Federal government introduced a national solar rebate program in 2007

Å Since 2011, a dozen municipal councils in Sydney have provided free energy audits to apartment buildings.

Å bŜǿ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎ {ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ά9ƴŜǊƎȅ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ {ŎƘŜƳŜέ wŜōŀǘŜ ƛƴ нллф

Å National Built Environment Rating Scheme was extended to Apartment Buildings in 2018

Å bŜǿ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎ {ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ рл҈ ƻŦ Ψǳƴƛǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
new sustainability equipment into apartment buildings in 2021

Å In 2023, the NSW State government allocated $10 million to co-fund EV charging in 100+ apartment blocks

Å In 2023 five municipal councils introduced municipal council sustainability rebates

Å !ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜǘǊƻŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǘ ǇǳƳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ Ƙƻǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ нлно Ŏŀƴ ΨǘǊƛǇƭŜ ŘƛǇΩ on rebates 
from federal, state, and municipal councils.

Å In 2025  grants in NSW, Victoria, ACT and Northern Territory to co-fund solar on apartment blocks. E.g. 
$25m of co-funding for solar on apartment blocks in NSW. 50% rebate up to $150k per apartment building. 
Victoria had $2,800 rebate per individual apartment.

Australia has a lot of electricity market deregulation with 114+ energy retailers but the top 3 still hold 64% o 
the market (Origin 27.1%, AGL 22.3% and Energy Australia 14.9%). Issues exist for apartment blocks with the 
privatisation of NSW gas distribution network. Australian Energy Regulator (AER) allows microgrids to be 
apartment buildings (known as embedded networks for electricity and hot water) and about 1% of apartment 
buildings have these in Sydney.



Australia is the global leader in rooftop solar per capita

37.7% of standalone houses in Australia have solar which is the highest penetration, globally.



We tend to think of the Sahara desert as the perfect place for solar

This is where Australia would be relative to the Sahara desert, if it were in the northern hemisphere.

New Zealand 
is competing 
with Spain, 
Italy and 
Turkey for solar 
suitability



Political Will

This is an area where Sydney has taken a 
longer time than European cities to get 
alignment of political will across federal, state 
and municipal government.

A number of Sydney municipal councils 
ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ ƛƴ нлмф ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
City of Sydney, North Sydney, Northern 
.ŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ .ŀȅΣ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ 
Inner West, Lane Cove, Mosman, Randwick, 
City of Ryde, Waverley, Willoughby and 
Woollahra. Sea Cliff Bridge: Stanwell Park, Illawarra area of NSW
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In 2021, New South Wales State Government introduced incentives for buying electric vehicles and 
percentage of new vehicles being sold is now similar to the U.S. at about 8%.

Not for profits such as Australian Energy Foundation, Zero Emissions, Solar Citizens and Rewiring 
Australia have played a significant role in advocacy.



Landmark sustainable developments ς {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tŀǊƪ



Data Availability

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ǎƳŀǊǘ ƳŜǘŜǊǎ ǎƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ 

common area meters are able to get good data on their energy consumption. The City of Sydney municipal 

council starting giving Building Operations Grants of up to $16,000 per building which could be used for 

installation of electricity or water monitoring devices.

Free solar calculators, such as the Australian Solar Photovoltaic Institute's 'Sunspot Tool,' became accessible to 

everyone in 2023. While Google's sunspot tool is available only through Australia's largest energy retailer, Origin 

Energy.

¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ϷнΦоƳ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘǳǇ ΨWattwatchersΩ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ My 

Energy Marketplace in 2020. This subsidized electricity monitoring devices being installed into 5,000 locations. A 
number of apartment buildings took up the offer of a subsidized electricity monitoring device being installed on 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊ ΨƘƻǳǎŜƭƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƳŜǘŜǊΦ

The NABERS for Apartment Buildings energy rating system is collecting detailed billing data for electricity and gas 

on apartment buildings. Sydney has been the main city in Australia doing NABERS for Apartment Buildings ratings 

which are on a six star scale. The City of Sydney has given FREE NABERS for Apartment Buildings ratings to 
buildings which apply through its grants program for 5 years and approximately 200 body corporate buildings 

took this up.

¢ƘŜ b{² ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǘǳǇ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻŘȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ IǳōΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ /h±L5 ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

an online database which every apartment building has to submit details into each year.
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My Energy Marketplace

https://arena.gov.au/knowledge-bank/wattwatchers-my-energy-marketplace-final-knowledge-sharing-report/

Key use case for apartment buildings of electricity 
monitoring identified was preparing for EV charging, 

e.g. capacity analysis. Wattwatchers is also exporting 
to the NZ market.



Financial Instruments

Power Purchase Agreements which are prevalent in the Australian market for standalone house rooftop solar 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-cursor projects such as 
meterboard/switchboard upgrades, re-waterproofing, wi-fi setup and equipment lifting costs which are often 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǎƻƭŀǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ tt!ΩǎΦ

έōƻŘȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƭƻŀƴǎέ ǘƻ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ όƻǊ hǿƴŜǊǎ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎύ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ мл҈ύ ǎƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŀǊΣ 9± 
charging or heat pump retrofits

9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōƻŘȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
way to mass mobilize the Australian federal governments Clean Energy Financing Corporation (CEFC) haircut 
lending rates into the apartment building segment.

Australian tech billionaire, Mike Cannon-Brookes (Atlassian) is famous for an Elon Musk tweet exchange which 
saw the first grid scale big battery installed into South Australia. He subsequently invested in a solar financing 
startup, Brighte, which is now financing all types of sustainability upgrades into standalone houses. More 
recently, Brighte has developed a lending product to complement government rebates in the Australian Capital 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ Ϸл ǳǇŦǊƻƴǘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǘƻ ōƻŘȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜΦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻŘȅ 
ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ōǳǘ Ψƭƻǿ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜΩ ƭƻŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ Lannock body corporate 
Finance via CEFC funding.
 

https://medium.com/@timprosser/pledges-to-progress-electrifying-body corporate-and-the-role-of-finance-60dad0a53cff
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Workforce Considerations

Å The University of New South Wales in Sydney hosts the world's leading solar photovoltaic 

engineering program, where Professor Martin Green, the "father of solar," invented the PERC cell 
which is now embedded in 75% of solar panels, globally. The Australian Renewable Energy 
Agency continues to give grants to this university.

Å This creates a steady stream of international students coming to Sydney to specialise in solar 

photovoltaics and renewable energy engineering. International companies also come to Australia 
as a test-bed for new solar technologies and business models.

Å Trade jobs in Sydney, such as electricians, plumbers, and solar installers, offer lucrative 
opportunities compared to many other countries, given the absence of a nearby low-cost labour 
force. ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǿŀƎŜ ƻŦ ¦{ϷмрΦтф ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊΣ άǘǊŀŘƛŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ {ȅŘƴŜȅ 

needs more to continue electrification of apartments

Å ClimateSalad startup ecosystem is based in Sydney and brings the Climatetech startups together. 

A key startup for apartment buildings is Allume Energy which designed a solar sharing system.

ÅLƴ нлноΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳŘƎŜǘΩ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ Ϸоōƴ

https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/australias-first-electrification-budget-how-it-delivers-and-how-the-billions-might-be-used/
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Allume Energy ς tech innovation for solar sharing into apartments

Developed out of Melbourne University in 2014, 
Allume Energy is a startup which created the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
buildings. It can connect 15 apartments to a 
single solar system in Australia. It has been 
installed into social housing in New Zealand, but 
not into body corporates in NZ. 



Allume Energy is exporting to New Zealand for social housing

estimated to reduce customer power bills by around $350-$400 per year and is a real opportunity to tackle energy 
ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΦά¢ƘŜ SolShare unit will distribute solar electricity equally amongst customers at the 15-unit, 3 storey walk-up complex



Projects

Å LED Lighting upgrade in common areas - $25,610 (2017)

Å Hot water plant replacement with small heat pump and instant gas - $48,000 (2018) 

Å Install electricity monitoring device (Wattwatchers) - $2,800 (2020)

Å Decommission central cooling tower & move to split A/C for individual apartments - $14,930 (2021)

Å Installation of solar and batteries for the common areas - $45,000 (2022)

Å Apply for NSW government co-funding for EV Charging infrastructure (2023)

Solution

body corporate 
manager enrolled 
building in City of 
Sydney Ratings and 
Assessment Grants in 
2017. Wattblock 
engaged as consultant.

22kWp
Solar system

26.6kWh
Batteries

>$136,000
Capital cost for entire 
program of works

Benefits

72%
annual common area 
electricity bill reduction

~6 years
Est. payback

>76 tonnes
CO2 reduced per year

Sustainability Case Study ς 27 Palmer St Woolloomooloo ς άDŀƭƭŜǊƛŀέ

6 years of sustainability upgrades resulted in NABERS for Apartment Building energy rating 
increasing from 0 stars to 4.5 stars and water rating improving from 2 stars to 3 stars

body corporate Committee member, Michael Whitby



¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǳǊ ΨƘƻǳǎŜƭƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ
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Lights

Heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning

Water

Leisure

Car park and fire 
stairwell

2%

Floor
4%

Foyer

2%
Other

1%

Elevators
6%

Gates
1%

Ventilation
6%

Air conditioning
5%

Cooling tower
42%

Water pumping
16%

Pool and spa heating
9%

Pool and spa pumps
6%

Mechanical



Solar Photovoltaic (PV)
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Two factors need to be considered when sizing solar for a 
body corporate building.

The Load Profile of the building and the available roofspace. 
Either of these can be the limiting factor for designing the 
right-sized solar system. 



Batteries

28

Car batteries are made of lead-acid. Laptop and 
mobile phone batteries are made of lithium ion.

Lithium ion batteries installed in Sydney body 
corporate:

Å Sungrow

Å Tesla

Å BYD

Å Alpha ESS

Å Enphase

Å Sonnen

Å Energizer

Most home batteries have ~13.3kWh of storage.

NSW Government introduced a battery rebate on 1st 
November 2024. Rebate varies across postcodes but 
could be $2,500 on a typical battery.

One of 2 Tesla batteries at 12 Wallaroy Cres 
Woollahra to keep sump pumps running and stop 
underground carpark from flooding



LED lighting trend ς dimmable lights in common areas
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Electricity Monitoring Devices
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Variable Speed Drives
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In a residential body corporate scheme you often find water pumps pumping water to higher levels 
in the building and also on cooling towers which provide air conditioning.

Variable speed drives speed up and slow down based on activity levels in the building to save energy 
on pumping water.



Renewable Energy for Heating Water ς Sunshine or Air?

32

Solar thermal hot water heating uses 
evacuated tubes and is becoming less 

popular in 2025

Electric heat pump uses air temperature to 
ƘŜŀǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ΨƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ

becoming more popular in 2025



How does a heat pump operate?

The heat pump is not a new 
technology. Refrigerators and 
reverse cycle air conditioners 
are both common examples. 

The figure summarises the 
operation of a heat pump 
system. Firstly, a fan inside 
the heat pump unit forces 
surrounding air into a heat 
exchanger, which contains a 
refrigerant that absorbs heat 
from the air. The warm 
refrigerant then passes 
through a compressor, which 
increases its pressure and so 
does its temperature. Finally, 
this hot refrigerant transfers 
heat to the water through a 
second heat exchanger. The 
heated water will be pumped 
to the hot water storage tank 
or pool for use.

Source: Sanden



What is an Embedded Electrical Network?

An embedded network is formed when a gate meter is placed between meters of multiple 
customers in an apartment block and the poles and wires that form part of the national grid. 

Over 1000 residential body corporate buildings have implemented embedded electrical networks.

In NSW it is too difficult to retrofit an embedded network (or microgrid) into an apartment building, 
but a number of new apartment buildings are constructed with them from day one.

National Electricity Grid



Summary of EV Charging Approaches

General power outlet Chargepoint

connected to an individual 
apartment meter located in carpark 
area 

Data cable 
connectivity for billing 
and hardware load 
balancing

Wi-Fi for data 
connectivity for billing, 
software load 
balancing and 
software updates into 
EV

Data cable 
connectivity for billing 
and hardware load 
balancing

connected to 
common area 
meter

connected to 
common area 
meter

connected to 
private lot meter

billing via 
smartphone app 
or RFID card

in either a visitor car space or 
individual space/cage with mobile 
phone app/QR Code power activation 
and Wi-Fi cost recovery which is 
connected to common area meter

Visitor car 
space

Individual 
space/cage 

Wi-Fi for data 
connectivity for billing, 
software load 
balancing and 
software updates into 
EV

Visitor car 
space Individual space/cage 

Cable tray to common 
meter

Flat cable to common 
meter



Flat cable for EV charging



37

Prioritising 
projects



Payback time of projects

Comparing the payback time of different energy and water saving projects in your own building can 
help build a roadmap.

LED 
Lighting 

1-2 years payback

Hot Water Heat 
Pump 

4-5 years payback

Solar 
Photovoltaic 

6+ years payback

EV Charging 
Infrastructure 

No payback, 
additional amenity



Body corporate committee archetypes needed

For a body corporate committee to successful pass an electrification project, it needs at least one, if 
not two of the following archetypes on the committee to invest the time in research and educating 
the other body corporate committee members and Owners.

  Bean counter The Tinkerer Sustainability Champion

άaƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƪƛƭƭέ

The energy savings from solar panels, if 
converted to an interest rate might be up 

to 14% p.a., compared with a capital 
works fund of 0.45% p.a. Also, financing 

solar is fine as long as return outpaces 
the lending interest rate e.g. 8% p.a.

  

Procurement assistance

Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƛƴƪŜǊŜǊΩ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ 
retired engineer on the body corporate 

committee who can understand the 
technical detail of quotations from 

different vendors and provide a view of 
the value offered by competing 

quotations.

  

Carbon emissions

The sustainability champion (formerly 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴƛŜΩύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

willpower to keep going when the 
electrification project seems too hard. 

They know they are playing a small, but 
significant part, at a local level in 

providing a better place for their children 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ

  



Questions

Brent Clark 

CEO, Wattblock

Ph: +61 (0) 414 900 515

brent.clark@wattblock.com.au

wattblock.com

Suzanne Kendrick

Auckland City Centre Residents Group

SuzanneKendrick@theconnector.co.nz

https:// www.youtube.com/c/WattblockAu/videos

https:// www.wattblock.com/webinars.html

https:// www.wattblock.com/electrifystrata.html

https://www.youtube.com/c/WattblockAu/videos
https://www.wattblock.com/webinars.html
https://www.wattblock.com/solar-training.html
https://www.wattblock.com/electrifystrata.html


Quay Grand ς 61 Macquarie St Sydney - 99.9kW Solar



Avista ς 18 Edgewater Crescent Cabarita ς 90kW solar



Aurora ς 3-9 Finlayson St Lane Cove ς 80kW Solar



Skyline Tower - 40 Walker St Rhodes ς 74kW solar



Westpoint ς 64 Wrights Rd Drummoyne - 31.54kW solar



Braebrook ς 450 Military Rd Mosman ς 25kW solar



26 Woolcott Ave Waverton ς 14.2kW Solar Sharing - Flexible 
Panels



Wharf Terraces ς 78kW Solar Sharing + 22kW Solar + 
24.4kWh Battery for EV charging


